SIXTH 


REPORT 


SELECT COMMITTEE 


NATIONAL LAND COMPANY; 

TOGETHER WITH THE 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
1 August 1848. 



Mar Us, 23° die Mali, 1848. 


Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the National Lan n 
Company. 


Mortis, 30° die Mail, 1848. 


Committee nominated: 


Mr. Feargus O'Connor. 
Viscount Ingestre. 

Viscount Drumlanrig. 
Mr. Henley. 

Mr. Langston. 

Mr. George Thompson. 
Mr. Shannan Crawford. 
Mr. Monsell. 


Captain Pechell. 

Mr. Sullivan. 

The Judge Advocate. 
Mr. Stuart Wortley. 
Mr. SchoMeld. 

Sir George Strickland. 
Sir Benjamin Hall. 


Mortis, 6° die Junii, 1848. 


Ordered,. That the Committee have power to Report from time to time. 


Veneris, 23° die Junii, 1848. 


Ordered, That Mr. Stuart Wortley be discharged from further attendance on the 
Committee, and that Mr. Walpole be added thereto. 


Mortis, 1° die Augusti, 1848. 


Ordered, That the Committee have power to Report their Opinion to The House. 


REPORT " . 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 






f iH ] 


SIXTH REPORT. 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the National 
Land Company, who were empowered to Report the Evidence taken 
before them, from time to time, and their Opinion, to The House:- 


H AVE further considered the Matters to them referred, and have asrreed 
to the following RESOLUTIONS and REPORT 

1. That the proposed additional provisions to the Friendly Societies' Acts 
which are incorporated in the Bill, entitled “A Bill to alter and amend an 
Act of the 9th and 10th years of Her present Majesty, for the Amendment of 
the Laws relating to Friendly Societies,” will not include the National Land 
Company within those Acts. 

2. That the National Land Company is not consistent with the general prin¬ 
ciples upon which the Friendly Societies are founded. 

3. That the National Land Company, as at present constituted, is an illegal 
scheme, and will not fulfil the expectations held out by the Directors to the 
Shareholders. 

4. That it appearing to this Committee by the evidence of several wit¬ 
nesses that the books of proceedings of the. National Land Company, as weil 
as the accounts of the Company, have been most imperfectly kept, and that 
the original balance-sheets signed by the auditors ot the Company have been 
destroyed, and only three of those balance-sheets, for the quarters ending the 
29th of September and the 25th of December 18-1?, and the 25th of Mare!: 
1848 respectively, have been produced; but Mr. Feargus O'Connor having 
expressed an opinion that an impression had game abroad that the nnmie.i 
subscribed by the National Land Company had been applied to his own bene¬ 
fit, this Committee are clearly of opinion, that although the accounts have noi 
been kept with strict regularity, yet that irregularity has been against Mr. 
Feargus O’Connor’s interest, instead of in his favour; _ and that it appears 
by Mr. Grey's account there is due to Air. Feargus 0 Connor the sum ol 
;g298 1 5 s . 31 d., and by Mr. Fiiilaison's account the sum of 3,400 /. 

5. That, considering the great number of persons interested in the scheme, 
and the bond fidcs with which it appears to have been carried on, it is the 
opinion of this Committee that powers might be granted to the parties con¬ 
cerned, if they shall so desire, to wind up the undertaking and to relieve tiiem 
from the penalties to which they may have incautiously subjected themsehes. 

In submitting these Resolutions to the consideration of The House, it is the 
opinion of Your Committee that it should be left entirely open to the partie.-, 
concerned to propose to Parliament any new measure for the purpose oi earn - 
ing out the expectations and objects of the promoters ot the Company. 


1 August 1848 . 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Veneris, 2 ° die Junii, 1848. 


Mr. Feargus O’Connor. 
Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. Hayter. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Langston. 

Mr. Henley. 

Mr. G. Thompson. 


Present: 


Mr. Monsell. 

Sir G. Strickland. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley. 
Mr. Sharman Crawford. 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Lord Drumlanrig. 

Mr Scholefield. 


The motion was made, “ That the Judge Advocate General do take the chair.” 


Agreed to nem con. 


The Committee deliberated as to future proceeding. 

Ordered, “That the Clerk of the Registration Office do attend this Committee on 
Tuesday next, the 6th instant, at 12 o’clock. 

Ordered, ThatM r. Chinnery and Mr. M'Grath do attend this Committee on Tuesday 
next, the 6th instant, bringing with them deeds of settlement, books, and all documents in 
their custody. 

[Adjourned to Tuesday next, the 6th instant, at Twelve o’clock. 


Martis, 6" die Junii, 1848 . 


Present: 

The Judge Advocate in the Chair. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 
Mr. Henley. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Sir G. Strickland. 
Mr. Langston. 


Committee further deliberated 


Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Scholefield. 
Captain Peehell. 
Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley. 


to course of proceeding. 


Motion made and question proposed (Sir B. Hall), “That strangers be admitted, and 
that the Chairman ask leave of The House to report from time to time to The House.” 

Amendment proposed, that these words be added thereto (Mr. Henley), “ And that the 
■Chairman be requested to inform strangers that it is the desire of the Committee that no 
report of their proceedings be published before they have been reported to The House.” 
Question put, “That these words be added to the question.” 


Agreed to. 

Main question, as amended, put. and agreed to. 
Parties called in and informed thereof. 


Mr. M‘Grath called in and examined. 

Mr. Chinery called in and examined. 

Mr. Whitmarsh, registrar, called in and examined. 
The Witnesses delivered in papers. 


[Adjourned to Friday, June 9th, at Twelve o’clock. 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL LAND COMPANY. 


Veneris, 9 ° die Junii, 1848 . 


Present : 


The Jurge Advocate in the Chair. 


Mr. Feargus O’Connor. 

Mr. G. Thompson. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Scholefield. 

Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. Langston. 

Mr. Chinery culled in and examined. 
Room cleared. 


Mr. S. Wortley. 
Captain Pechell. 
Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Sullivan. 
Lord Drumlanrig. 


The Committee deliberated. 

Mr. M‘Grath. called in and examined. 


Ordered, To report Evidence to The House. 

Ordered, That Dougal M'Gowan do attend this Committee on Friday, the 16th instant, 
at 12 o’clock. 


The Witnesses delivered in various papers. 


[Adjourned to Friday, June 16th, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 16° die Junii, 1848. 


Present : 

The J edge Advocate General in the Chair. 


Mr. Feargus O’Connor. 
Mr. G. Thompson. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Sir G. Strickland. 

Mr. S. Crawford. 

Mr. Henley. 


Room cleared. 


Mr. Monsell. 

Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley. 
Mr. Scholefield. 
Captain Pechell. 


The Committee deliberated. 


Mr. M’Grath called in and examined. 


Room cleared. 


Committee deliberated. 


Motion made, “ That the restrictions imposed on the publication of Evidence by the 
Resolution of the 6th instant be removed.”—(Sir G. Strickland.) 

Amendment proposed, to leave out all the words after “ That” in order to add the 
following words “strangers be from henceforth excluded from the Committee during its 
further proceedings.”—(Mr. Henley.) 

Question, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the question, put. 

The Committee divided: 


Ayes, 4. 
Sir G. Strickland. 
Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Scholefield. 
Captain Pechell. 


So it passed in the negative. 


Noes, 8. 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. G. Thompson. 
Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Henley. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. Wortley. 

Lord Ingestre. 
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Question “ That the proposed words be there added,” put. 
The Committee divided: 


Ayes, 8. 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. G. Thompson. 
Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Henley. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. O’Connor. 

Mr. Wortley. 

Lord Ingestre. 


Sir G. Strickland. 
Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Scholefield. 
Captain Pechell. 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Main question, as amended, put, and agreed to. 
Examination resumed. 


[Adjourned to Tuesday, the 20th instant, at Twelve o’clock. 


Martis, 20° die Jmii, 1848. 


Present : 


The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 


Mr. Monsell. 

Sir G. Strickland. 
Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. F. O’Connor. 
Lord Drumlanrig. 
Mr. G. Thompson. 


Mr. Langston. 
Mr. Scholefield. 
Lord Ingestre. 
Captain Pechell. 
Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Sullivan. 


Mr. M‘Grath called in and examined. 

Ordered, That Mr. Price and his clerk db 'Attend this Committee on Friday next, the 23d 
instant, at 12 o’clock. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do report the Evidence taken since the last Report to The 
Mr. D. M'Gowan called in and examined. 


[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 23° die Junii, 1848. 


Present : 


The Judge Advocate.General in the Chair. 


Mr. G. Thompson. 
Mr. Langston. 

Sir G. Strickland. 
Sir B. Hall. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 
Lord Ingestre. 
Captain Pechell. 
Mr. Monsell. 


Motion made “ That the Chairman be requested to obtain the services of an efficient 
accountant, to whom all the accounts of the National Land Company and the Bank con¬ 
nected therewith shall be referred.”—(Lord Ingestre.) 


Question put and agreed to. 


Mr. Thomas Price called in and examined. 


Mr. D. M'Gowan called in and examined. 


[Adjourned to Tuesday, the 27th of June, at Twelve o’clock. 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL LAND COMPANY. 


Mortis, 27° die Junii, 1848. 


The Jud 


Present: 

e Advocate Genef 


m the Chair. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. Sir G. Strickland. 

Mr. S. Crawford. Mr. Langston. 

Mr. Scholefield. Sir B. Hall. 

Captain Pechell. Mr. Monsell. 

Lord Ingestre. Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Walpole. Mr. G. Thompson. 

Lord Drumlanrig. 

Ordered, That Mr. Grey be appointed accountant to examine the accounts of the Com¬ 
pany. 

Mr. Cullingham called in and examined. 

Mr. F. O’Connor, a Member of the Committee, examined. 


Mr. Cullingham further examined. 


[Adjourned to Friday, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 30° die Junii, 1848. 


Present: 


The Jui 


e Advocate General in the Chair. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 

Mr. Langston. 

Mr. Walpole. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Captain Pechell. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do Report the Evidence taken since the last Report to The 


Sir G. Strickland. 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. Scholefield. 
Mr. S. Crawford. 


Mr. Boyle called in and examined. 
Mr. Hornby called in and examined. 
Mr. Lawes called in and examined. 


Mr. M'Grath delivered in a paper. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do report the Evidence taken since the last Report to The 
House. 


[Adjourned to Friday, the 7th of July, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 7° die Julii, 1848. 


Present: 


The Judge Advocate General in the Chair 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 

Sir G. Strickland. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. G. Thompson. 

Mr. Lawes called in and examined. 


Captain Pechell. 
Lord Ingestre. 
Mr. Monsell. 
Mr. Sullivan. 


Mr. Pratt called in and examined. 


Mr. Revans called in and examined. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sillett do attend this Committee on Tuesday next, the 11th instant. 


[Adjourned to Tuesday next, the Ilth, at Twelve o’clock. 
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Martis, 11° die Jnlii, 1848. 


Present : 

The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 

Mr. F. O’Connor. | Mr. Sharman Crawford. 

And no other Members being present, the Committee was adjourned to To-morrow, 
Wednesday, the 12th inst., at Twelve o’clock. 


Mercurd, 12° die Julii, 1848. 


Present : 

The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 

Mr. F. O’Connor. [ Mr. S. Crawford. 

Mr. Monsell. I Captain Pechell. 

Mr. Sullivan. J Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Revans called in and examined. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do report the Evidence taken since the last Report to The 


[Adjourned to Friday next, the 14th instant, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 14° die Jnlii, 1848. 


Present: 


The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 
Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Sullivan. 

Mr. Langston. 


Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Scholefield. 
Mr. G. Thompson. 
Captain Pechell. 


Mr. Sillett called in and examined. 

Mr. Sullivan, a Member of the Committee, examined. 

Room cleared. 

The Committee deliberated as to their future proceedings. 


Mr. F. O’Connor, a Member of the Committee, examined, and delivered in a statement. 
Mr. Grey called in and examined. 

[Adjourned to Friday next, the 21st instant, at Twelve o’clock. 




SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONAL LAND COMPANY. 


Veneris, 21° die MU, 1848. 


The Judge Advocate-General in the Chair. 


Mr. F. O’Connor. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Sir B. Hall. 

Lord Drumlanrig. 

Mr. Langston. 

Mr. Grey called in and examined. 


Lord Iugestre. 
Mr. Scholefield. 
Mr. Henley. 
Captain Pechell. 


Mr. M‘Grath called in and examined. 

Room cleared. 

Motion made “ That it be an instruction to the Chairman in drawing up his Report to 
state, ‘ That in consequence of Mr. F. O’Connor’s having expressed an opinion that an 
impression had gone abroad that the monies subscribed by the National Land Company 
had been applied to his own benefit, this Committee are clearly of opinion that although 
the accounts have not been kept with strict regularity, yet that irregularity has been 
against Mr. F. O’Connor’s interest, instead of in his favour.’”—(Lord Ingestre.) 

Question put and agreed to. 

[Adjourned to Friday, the 28th July, at Twelve o’clock. 


Veneris, 28° die Julii, 1848. 


Present: 


The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 


Mr. F. O'Connor. 
Lord Drumlanris. 
Sir B. Hall. 

Mr. Monsell. 

Sir G. Strickland. 
Mr. G. Thompson. 


Mr. Henley. 

Mr. S. Crawford. 
Captain Pechell. 
Mr. Langston. 
Mr. Scholefield. 
Lord Ingestre. 


Mr. Grey called in and examined. 
Mr. Finlaison called in and examined. 


Room cleared. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Ordered, That the Chairman do report the Evidence taken before the Committee since the 
last Report to The House. 

Resolutions proposed by the Chairman read, as follows: 

“ 1st. That the proposed additional provisions to the Friendly Societies’ Acts, which are 
incorporated in the Bill, entitled ‘A Bill to alter and amend an Act of the 9th ^ 10th 
years of Her present Majesty, for the amendment of the Laws relating to Friendly Societies, 
will not include the National Land Company within those Acts. 

“ 2d. That the National Land Company is not consistent with the 
■which the friendly societies are founded, and ought not, by any alterations of the provisions 
of those Acts, to be included within them.” 

“ 3d. That the National Land Company is an illegal and impracticable scheme.” 

First Resolution agreed to. 

Second Resolution again read. 

Motion made, « To leave out all the words after ‘ founded,’ to the end of the question. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Resolution, as amended, agreed to. 

Third Resolution again read. 


577- 


b 3 


Motion 
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Motion made, “ To insert the words, ‘ as at present constituted,’ after the word Company.” 
Question put, and agreed to. 

Another Amendment proposed, “To leave out the words ‘ and-impracticable.’ ” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Another Amendment proposed, “ To add the following words, ‘ and will not fulfil the 
expectations held out by the directors to the shareholders.’ ” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

[Adjourned to Monday next, at One'o’clock. 


Luna, 31° die Julii , 1848. 


Present : 


The Judge Advocate General in the Chair. 


Sir B. Hall. 
Captain Pechell. 
Lord Ingestre. 

Mr. F. O’Connor. 
Lord Drumlanrig. 
Mr. G. Thompson. 
The Committee deliberated. 


Mr. S. Crawford. 
Mr. Henley. 

Mr. Langston. 
Mr. Monsell. 

Mr. Walpole. 


Fourth Resolution read as follows: 

“ That it appearing to this Committee by the evidence of several witnesses that the books 
of proceedings of the National Land Company, as well as the accounts of the Company, 
have been most imperfectly kept, and that the original balance-sheets signed by the auditors 
of the Company have been destroyed, and only three of those balance-sheets, for the quar¬ 
ters ending the 29th of September and the 25th of December 1847, and the 25th of March 
1848 respectively, have been produced; but Mr. F. O’Connor having expressed an opinion 
that an impression had gone abroad that the monies subscribed by the National Land Com¬ 
pany had been applied to his own benefit, this Committee are clearly of opinion, that 
although the accounts have not been kept with strict regularity, yet that irregularity has 
been against Mr. Feargus O’Connor’s interest, instead of in his favour ; and that it appears 
by Mr. Grey’s account there is due to Mr. F. O’Connor the sum of 3,298 1. 5 s. 3 | d., and 
by Mr. Finlaison’s account the sum of 3,400 1. 

Question put, “ That this resolution be agreed to.” 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Fifth Resolution read as follows: 

“ That, considering the great number of persons interested in the scheme, and the bond 
jides with which it appears to have been carried on, it is the opinion of this Committee that 
powers might be granted to the parties concerned, if they shall so desire, to wind up the un¬ 
dertaking, and to relieve them from the penalties to which they may have incautiously 
subjected themselves.” ■ 

Question put, “ That this Resolution be agreed to.” 

It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Motion made that the words following be added to the Report: “ In submitting these 
Resolutions to the consideration of The House, it is the opinion of Your Committee that it 
should be left entirely open to the parties concerned to propose to Parliament any new mea¬ 
sure, for the purpose of carrying out the expectations aud objects of the Company.” 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Question, “ That this Report be adopted,” put, and agreed to. 

Question, “ That the Chairman do report to The House,” put, and agreed to. 

Question, “ That the Chairman do now leave the Chair,” put, and agreed to. 
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